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CANNING, Nova Scotia, April 15, 2005—The President of the Kings-Hants Conservative 
Association, Debbie Janzen, made the following statement this afternoon in reaction to an article 
carried in this morning’s Sun Media newspapers concerning a financial transaction of the Kings-
Hants Progressive Conservative Association: 
 

On December 11, 2003—one day after Scott Brison joined the Chretien-Martin Liberal 
caucus—a cheque, dated July 31, 2003, made payable to Scott Brison for $4,400 was 
cashed and drawn on the accounts of the Kings-Hants Progressive Conservative 
Association. 
 
Dale Palmeter, senior policy advisor at Public Works and Government Services Canada, 
told Sun Media that a treasurer’s statement accounts for this money.  The fact, however, 
is that there was never a motion of the Kings-Hants PC Association Executive to 
authorize the cheque being issued. 
 
In 2003, the Kings-Hants PC Association Executive authorized three expenditures 
relating to the leadership convention held that year.  On February 2, the Executive voted 
to cover the costs of a campaign breakfast for Mr. Brison, and these bills were paid by the 
Association at that time.  On April 5, the Executive voted to give each leadership 
convention delegate a subsidy to cover registration fees.  On May 4, the Executive voted 
to give Mr. Brison’s leadership campaign a $1,000 donation.  These were completely 
separate transactions from the cheque in question. 
 
The fact remains that there was no discussion, debate, or resolution of the Kings-Hants 
PC Association Executive to authorize this $4,400 cheque.  As noted by Mr. Palmeter, 
this cheque was mentioned in a treasurer’s report for September 2003 that was read to a 
meeting of the Executive and not circulated to those present.  Many members of the 
Executive thought the line item referred to subsidies paid for convention delegates’ fees, 
when they heard it mentioned.  In reality, this expense was completely different. 
 
In the House of Commons this morning, Mr. Brison suggested that the treasurer’s report 
accounted for the funds.  This is like suggesting that Paul Martin could write 



“$250,000,000” on a piece of paper and say that the sponsorship funds are fully 
accounted for. 
 
The new Kings-Hants Conservative Association, upon receiving the cancelled cheque for 
$4,400 several weeks after Mr. Brison joined the Liberal Party, diligently undertook 
research and investigation concerning the cheque.  The treasurer recorded two different 
purposes for this cheque at different places in the Association’s financial records.  This 
added to the ambiguity surrounding the cheque.  Also, we sought advice and counsel 
concerning this financial transaction, including, as reported this morning, a meeting with 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.   
 
The research also included correspondence with the PC Association’s Treasurer, Ann 
denOuden, whom Mr. Brison quoted in the House of Commons this morning.  In 
correspondence with our Association received in late March 2005, she claimed to have 
“no specific recollection” regarding the completion or handling of the cheque in question, 
which is in contrast to Mr. Brison’s comments on the floor of the Commons.   
 
We also note that Mr. Brison’s name and the $4,400 amount was written in handwriting 
that is different from that of the two signing officers’ signatures.  
 
At the time Sun Media reported this story, our Association was completing its research 
surrounding this cheque in order to take all appropriate remedies to secure any 
documents, which may have been missing from our records, to justify the cheque, or to 
have the funds returned to the Association. 
 

 
- 30 - 

 
NOTE TO EDITORS—Attached to this release are:  
 

(1) a letter, dated November 29, 2004, to Ann denOuden, Treasurer of the Kings-Hants 
PC Association, from Debbie Janzen, President of the Kings-Hants Conservative 
Association, requesting information about the cheque in question; 
 
(2) Mrs. denOuden’s reply to that letter, dated December 7, 2004, but not received by the 
Kings-Hants Conservative Association until March 21, 2005; and 
 
(3) a copy of the cheque in question. 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Debbie Janzen 
President, Kings-Hants Conservative Association 
(902) 582-1466 (home) 
(902) 420-3344 ext. 231 (office) 
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5. When you updated the black ledger book, did you keep it up-to-date as you issued 
cheques, or was it updated as you received monthly bank statements? 

6. Was it usual, or ever necessary, to write post-dated cheques? 

7. Was it usual, or ever necessary, to provide signed cheques with no particulars 
completed? 

8. If the answer to question 7 is affirmative, do you recall to whom you provided 
these cheques?   

9. If you did provide such cheques (as discussed in questions 7 and 8), how were 
you advised of the amount of the cheques, the dates of the cheques and to whom 
they were made payable? 

Kindly provide your written response no later than December 7, 2004.  You may send it to my 
attention at 633 Gospel Road, Canning, NS B0P 1H0.  Should you need to contact me 
beforehand, I can be e-mailed at dljanzen@smss.com or telephoned at (902) 582-1466 (evenings 
and weekends) or (902) 420-3200 ext. 231 (weekdays).  (The last telephone number is also 
connected to a voicemail box.) 

Once again, thank you for your assistance and cooperation in this matter. 
 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Debbie Janzen 
President 

Encl. 
 


